Evolution: A Plant Plastid Genome that Has Forsaken Guanine and Cytosine.
The plastid genomes of the non-photosynthetic plants Balanophora reflexa and B. laxiflora are among the most GC-biased genomes observed to date. A new study shows that ∼80% of the plastid-derived proteome is represented by only six amino acids, and several genes are in excess of 95% AT.